8th Grade Summer Reading Suggestions
The Future of Us by Jay Asher
Emma gets her first computer and an America Online CD-ROM in 1996, and when her best friend Josh visits and they log
on, they discover themselves on Facebook fifteen years in the future.
Fat Cat by Robin Brande
Overweight teenage Catherine embarks on a high school science project in which she must emulate the ways of
hominims, the earliest ancestors of human beings, by eating an all-natural diet and foregoing technology.
The Demon King by Cinda Williams Chima
Relates the intertwining fates of former street gang leader Han Alister and headstrong Princess Raisa, as Han takes
possession of an amulet that once belonged to an evil wizard and Raisa uncovers a conspiracy in the Grey Wolf Court.
Clockwork Angel by Cassandra Clare
Sixteen-year-old Tessa Gray travels to England in search of her brother only to be abducted by the Dark Sisters, residents
of London's Downworld, home to the city's supernatural folk, and she becomes the object of much attention--both good
and bad--when it is discovered she has the power to transform at will into another person.
Dash & Lily's Book of Dares by Rachel Cohn
Told in the alternating voices of Dash and Lily, two sixteen-year-olds carry on a wintry scavenger hunt at Christmas-time
in New York, neither knowing quite what--or who--they will find.
The Moon and More by Sarah Dessen
"During her last summer at home before leaving for college, Emaline begins a whirlwind romance with Theo, an assistant
documentary filmmaker who is in town to make a movie."--.
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
Sixteen year old Hazel, who has cancer, meets Augustus at a kids-with-cancer support group and as they fall in love they
both wonder how they will be remembered.
Unearthly by Cynthia Hand
Sixteen-year-old Clara Gardner's purpose as an angel-blood begins to manifest itself, forcing her family to pull up stakes
and move to Jackson, Wyoming, where she learns that danger and heartbreak come with her powers.

Tiger's Curse by Colleen Houck
Seventeen-year-old Oregon teenager Kelsey forms a bond with a circus tiger who is actually one of two brothers, Indian
princes Ren and Kishan, who were cursed to live as tigers for eternity, and she travels with him to India where the tiger's
curse may be broken once and for all.
13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson
When seventeen-year-old Ginny receives a packet of mysterious envelopes from her favorite aunt, she leaves New
Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that transforms her life.

Every Day by David Levithan
Every morning A wakes in a different person's body, in a different person's life, learning over the years to never get too
attached, until he wakes up in the body of Justin and falls in love with Justin's girlfriend, Rhiannon.
Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe Garcia McCall
Throughout her high school years, as her mother battles cancer, Lupita takes on more responsibility for her house and
seven younger siblings, while finding refuge in acting and writing poetry. Includes glossary of Spanish terms.
Delirium by Lauren Oliver
Lena looks forward to receiving the government-mandated cure that prevents the delirium of love and leads to a safe,
predictable, and happy life, until ninety-five days before her eighteenth birthday and her treatment, when she falls in
love.
This Dark Endeavor by Kenneth Oppel
Victor and Konrad Frankenstein are inseparable twin brothers who stumble upon The Dark Library, where secret books
of alchemy and ancient remedies are housed, but after their father forbids them to ever return to the library Konrad falls
gravely ill and Victor seeks out a cure for his brother beyond traditional medicine.
Out of Nowhere by Maria Padian
Performing community service for pulling a stupid prank against a rival high school, soccer star Tom tutors a Somali
refugee with soccer dreams of his own.
The Ghost of Graylock by Dan Poblocki
Staying with their aunts over the summer, Neil Cady, his sister Bree, and their new friends Wesley and Eric, set out to
explore Greylock Hall, an abandoned psychiatric hospital which is supposed to be haunted by the ghost of Nurse Janet.
Divergent by Veronica Roth
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among five predetermined factions to define her
identity for the rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she discovers that she is an anomoly who does not
fit into any one group, and that the society she lives in is not perfect after all.
Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell
"Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed misfits--smart enough to know that
first love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try"--Provided by publisher.
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent
to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her
family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes
a historical note.
This is What Happy Looks Like by Jennifer E. Smith
"Perfect strangers Graham Larkin and Ellie O'Neill meet online when Graham accidentally sends Ellie an e-mail about his
pet pig, Wilbur. The two 17-year-olds strike up an e-mail relationship from opposite sides of the country and don't even
know each other's first names. What's more, Ellie doesn't know Graham is a famous actor, and Graham doesn't know
about the big secret in Ellie's family tree. When the relationship goes from online to in-person, they find out whether
their relationship can be the real thing"--Provided by publisher.

The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater
Though she is from a family of clairvoyants, Blue Sargent's only gift seems to be that she makes other people's talents
stronger, and when she meets Gansey, one of the Raven Boys from the expensive Aglionby Academy, she discovers that
he has talents of his own--and that together their talents are a dangerous mix.

Blood on My Hands by Todd Strasser
Callie becomes a suspect in the murder of her best friend, Katherine, when Callie is the first to find Katherine's body
lying in the woods and, assuming the scenario is part of a Halloween prank, picks up a bloody knife only to discover it is
real.
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and
her track team finds a way to help rekindle her dream of running again.
The 5th Wave by Richard Yancey
"Cassie Sullivan, the survivor of an alien invasion, must rescue her young brother from the enemy with help from a boy
who may be one of them"--Provided by publisher.
Sweethearts: A Novel by Sara Zarr
Jennifer Harris, years after being the tormented outsider on the playground, has reinvented herself into Jenna Vaughn, a
popular girl with what seems to be the perfect life, but when a childhood friend re-enters her life, she is forced to
confront the most traumatic event of her past and question who she really is.
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose bookstealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.

