6th Grade Summer Reading Suggestions
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby
elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life.

Almost Home by Joan Bauer
Sixth-grader Sugar and her mother lose their beloved house and experience the harsh world of
homelessness.

Doll Bones by Holly Black
Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed acting out
imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll
made from the ashes of a dead girl.

Gaby, Lost and Found by Angela Cervantes
Gaby Ramirez Howard volunteers at the animal shelter by writing adoption advertisements and would like
to adopt a cat named Feather but with her mother deported to Honduras Gaby has no home herself.

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor
Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her
beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad
tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York.

Love That Dog by Sharon Creech
A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different famous
poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem. You will then want to read Hate
That Cat also by Creech.

Flora & Ulysses : The Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo (2014 Newbery Award Winner)
A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after he was involved in
an incident with a vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses' superpowers to conquer villains and protect
the weak.

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
Considered by many to be mentally challenged, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy
discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time.

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke
Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in
Venice where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street
children.

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos
To the constant disappointment of his mother and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention or
controlling his mood swings when his prescription meds wear off and he starts getting worked up and
acting wired.

Running Out of Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix
When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1995
tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village
and save the lives of the dying children.

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer L. Holm
In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like children, eleven-yearold Turtle is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in far away Key West, Florida.

Schooled by Gordon Korman
Cap lives in isolation with his grandmother, a former hippie; but when she falls from a tree and breaks
her hip, Cap is sent to a foster home where he has his first experience in a public school.

Eight Keys by Suzanne LaFleur
When twelve-year-old Elise, orphaned since age three, becomes disheartened by middle school, with its
bullies, changing relationships, and higher expectations, keys to long-locked rooms and messages from
her late father help her cope.

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
Joey is a war horse but he wasn't always. Albert was his master but when World War II came along
everything changed for Joey.

Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to
survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan,
which entails enduring the taunts and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another
student.

I Funny by James Patterson
Jamie Grimm tries to win the Planet's Funniest Kid Comic Contest, while also dealing with his stepfamily,
friends, and a school bully.

Road Trip by Jim Paulsen and Gary Paulsen
A father and son embark on a road trip to a distant animal shelter to save a homeless border collie
puppy.

Slob by Ellen Potter
Picked on, overweight genius Owen tries to invent a television that can see the past to find out what
happened the day his parents were killed.

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and
find a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident.

Zach's Lie by Roland Smith
When Jack Osborne is befriended by his school's custodian and a Basque girl, he begins to adjust to his
family's sudden move to Elko, Nevada, after entering the Witness Security Program, but the drug cartel
against which his father will testify is determined to track them down.

Baseball in April and Other Stories by Gary Soto
A collection of eleven short stories focusing on the everyday adventures of Hispanic young people
growing up in Fresno, California.

Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead
Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment, his father's efforts to start a
new business, his mother's extra shifts as a nurse, being picked on at school, and Safer, a boy who wants
his help spying on another resident of their building.

Breadcrumbs by Anne Ursu
Hazel and Jack are best friends until an accident with a magical mirror and a run-in with a villainous
queen find Hazel on her own, entering an enchanted wood in the hopes of saving Jack's life.

Paperboy by Vince Vawter (Newbery Honor 2014)
When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route in July, 1959, in Memphis, his
debilitating stutter makes for a memorable month.

