
Office Staff  

¶ Steve Jones: Principal 

¶ Dan Meyer: Asst. Principal 

¶ Ann Wilson: Asst. Principal 

¶ Marie Twomey:  Secretary 

¶ Melissa Gregory: Secretary 

¶ Terry Smith: Secretary 

¶ Pam Kirkpatrick: Nurse 

¶ Tyree Finney: Security 
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Important  

Phone Numbers  

¶ Office:  222-6600 

¶ FAX:  222-6601 

¶ Attendance: 222-6614 

 
KSD WEB SITE  
www.ksd.org  

 
Our Web Site:  

 
schools.ksd.org/DH  

Reminder! 
Be sure to check your studentõs lunch account 

regularly.  No borrowing will be  

allowed starting mid -March  

Menus at:  www.ksd.org/departments/

 Students at Desert Hills are working hard to master 
core skills like reading, writing, math, listening, critical thinking 
and reasoning.  This spring, the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
(SBAC) will take the place of the Measurements of Student 
Progress (MSP).  In addition to the SBAC, students will take 
the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP). 

   These tests provide us with an important opportunity to 
check on student progress.  Sixth and seventh graders will take 
English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics tests while 

eighth graders will take ELA, mathematics and science tests.  All of these tests will 
need to be done in our three computer labs.   
 MAP testing will take place periodically from April 9

th
 through May 23

rd
.  All 

students will be tested in their Reading and Math classes.   SBAC testing will take 
place during first (7

th
 and 8

th
 graders) and fourth (6

th
 graders) period classes in the 

computer labs from March 18
th
 through May 29

th
.  The 8

th
 grade science test will take 

place between May 12
th
 and May 15

th
.  Even though we will be doing these tests over 

a ten week period, your student will only be going to the computer lab 6 to 8 times to 
take the tests.  Each test will be about 90 minutes in duration.   
 The MAP and the SBAC ask your child to read, write, listen, think and solve 
problems ï skills your child needs to be successful in the 21

st
 century.  However, 

these tests are just two tools to check your childôs progress toward state learning 
goals.  Classroom grades, assignments and teacher conferences will continue to be 
good sources of information.  
 Please make sure your child gets enough rest and has a good breakfast prior 
to each of his/her testing dates.  Your childôs 1

st
 or 4

th
 period teacher has a schedule 

of when your child will be going to the computer lab for testing.  If your child is unsure 
of the day, please e-mail his/her 1st (if your child is a 7

th
 or 8

th
 

grader) or 4
th
 (if your child is a 6

th
 grader) period teacher for the 

information. 
 Mr. Schuldheisz and Mrs. Sievers, our counselors, will 
help students finish incomplete tests and make up tests that 
were missed due to being absent. 
 It would be appreciated if appointments could be 
avoided during your childôs test dates.  At Desert Hills we 
appreciate all you do to help your child and our school achieve 
great things.  Thank you for making learning a priority in your 
home.   

Steve Jones 
Principal 
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Testing Begins in March! 
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Students can stay after school to get 

help from a math teacher every Mon-

day, Tuesday, and Thursday from 2:30 -

3:15.  Mr. Grillo is the homework help 

teacher, and his room is 432. Starting 

on March 10, Mrs. King, room 407, will 

help you. 

Homework Help  KSD Dates to Remember  
March 9 Daylight Savings Time (spring forward) 
March 10 Classified Employees Week 
March 21 State Professional Day - NO SCHOOL! 
March 31-April 4 Spring Break!! 
April 21 Public School Volunteer Week 
April 21 Administrative Professionals 
Week 
May 5  Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 7  School Nurse Day 
May 19 Educational Bosses Week 
May 26 Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL! 
June 12 Last day of school 

BAND HAPPENINGS 

 

Wednesday, March 26th:   Large Group Festival  
8th grade Gold Band will travel to Richland HS Audi-
torium to perform and listen to other bands as well. 
 

Thursday, March 27th:  Large Group Festival  7th 
grade Blue band will travel to Richland HS Auditori-
um to perform and listen. 

 

Friday, April 11 all day Elementary School Tour:  8th grade Gold Band 
and Jazz Band 1 go to Ridgeview, Sunset View, & Cottonwood to perform 
for the 5th graders. 
 
Saturday, April 12 Jazz Band Festival:  Jazz Band I at CBC 
 
 

Thursday, May 15, 5:30 pm:  Spring Band Concert in the  
Desert Hills gym, featuring 6th grade Hawk Band, Jazz Band II, 7th grade 
Blue Band, Jazz Band I, and then the 8th grade Gold Band. 

DHMS Choir  
Tuesday, March 25, 6:00 pm  
Large Group Festival Concert       
at Kamiakin HS Auditorium. 
 
Tuesday, June 10, 6:00 pm 
Final Concert 
At Kamiakin HS Auditorium 

 

 

March is Music Appreciation Month!  

ORCHESTRA 
 

Monday, March 10th:  Dr. Hekmatpanah (professor from Washington State 
University) visit/clinic 9-10am; Orchestra Room with 7th and 8th grade orchestra 
students 
  
Tuesday, March 18th, 6:30 pm:  Orchestra Concert in the DHMS Gym.   
6th, 7th, 8th grade orchestra students 
  
Tuesday, March 25th, 5th period - 3:30 pm:  Large Group Orchestra Festival 
at Chief Joseph Middle School for 7th and 8th grade orchestra students 
  

Tuesday, April 29th, morning:  District Orchestra Festival Rehearsal at Highlands MS for 6th, 7th, 8th 
grade orchestra students 
  
Thursday, May 1st, evening:  District Orchestra Festival Concert at Toyota Center for 6th, 7th, 8th grade 
orchestra students 
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PTO NEWS  

Officers 
President:  Angie Schwartz  

Vice President:  Kelly Stone  

Communications:  Lisa Howell 

Treasurer:  Donna Naughton  

Secretary: Leigh Wick  

8th Grade Rep:  Wendy Cicotte  

7th Grade Rep:  OPEN 

6th Grade Rep: Kim Chen 

Site Council Rep:  Angie Schwartz  

 

BOX TOPS  

Contest  

May 12 -16  
In 7th Period classes.  

Donations can be 
made at the office or 
the Counseling Offic-

es. Sponsored by  

Natural Helpers.  

ACTIVITIES YOU CAN GET INVOVLED IN: 
 
E SCRIPTS:  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ ¸ƻƪŜǎ ƻǊ {ŀŦŜǿŀȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ 
ŦƻǊ 9-ǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ  !ǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƭǳō ŎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜΦ  5ŜǎƛƎπ
ƴŀǘŜ 5Ia{ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜƳΦΦΦŎƻƻƭΦΦΦƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗΗΗ 

 

aŀǊŎƘ рΥ  {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ƛǎ ŀƊŜǊ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  /ƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ - ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΗ 
 

aŀǊŎƘ нуΥ  IƻƻǇǎ ŦƻǊ IŜŀǊǘǎ 
ƛƴ t9 ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

aŀȅ р-фΥ  {ǘŀũ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ²ŜŜƪΦ  ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇǎ ǘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘΗΗ 
 

WǳƴŜ ммΥ  уǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅΦ  tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǿƛƴƎΗ  
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {ǘŀŎŜȅ .ƭŀƪŜΣ [ƛǎŀ IƻǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ /ƛƴŘȅ DƭŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ŏƻ-
ŎƘŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘΚ  ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΗ  
9Ƴŀƛƭ ƧōǎŎƘǿŀǊǘȊϪƳǎƴΦŎƻƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎΦ 
 

WǳƴŜ мнΥ  {ǇǊƛƴƎ CƭƛƴƎΗΗ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ-
ƻŦ-ǘƘŜ-ȅŜŀǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΗ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΗ 

 

Geography Bee Results 
 
The winner of the Geographic Bee for 
2014 is Cayden Tanasse .  He also won 
last year.  Congratulations Cayden! He 
will represent our school in the state 
competition.  

The runner-up was Eunu Lim. Great job Eunu, who 
would compete if Cayden is unable to.  This was a hard-
fought victory as the championship round lasted through 
15 questions. 
 

Other finalists were:  
6
th
 Grade: Aiden Arends 

7th Grade:  Austin Rada, Kaleb Fisler and  
     Gavin Long 
8
th
 Grade:  Garrett Paxton and Delaney Wilde 

 
All the contestants did an excellent job.  

8th Grade High School Registration 
 
Saturday, March 15:  DISCOVERY DAY is being 
hosted at each of the high schools. 
 
Tuesday, March 25th:  Kamiakin and Southridge 
High School counselors will be in our 8th grade science 
classes to pass out materials to perspective freshmen.  
  
Friday, March 28:  KaHS and SHS counselors will 
help our 8th graders register for classes on line. 

Middle School  

Summer School  

 
Middle Summer School 
will be at Southridge High 
School.  Dates are June 
30th - July 29th, 

 
(no 

school on July 3, 4), from 
8:00 - 11:00 am daily.  
The cost  will be $225. 

Dress Code 
 
As the weather warms up we want to en-
sure that our studentsô clothing choices 
are appropriate, and promote learning.  
More specific guidelines can be found in 
the student planners.  Ideally, girls shorts 
should be no shorter than mid-thigh.  Straps should be at 
least an inch wide, and not reveal undergarments.  Boys 
may not wear tank tops.   We appreciate your help, par-
ents! 

MATH IS COOL 
 

Congratulations to the DHMS Math 
Team for coming in 3rd place out of 11 
teams at the Math is Cool Contest.  
They missed second place by just 8 
points out of 200.  The team members 
are Nikhil Devanathan, Aidan Gaspar, 

Brooklyn Harris, Emily Reynolds, Leila Rodney, Blake 
Strand, and Alyssa Suh.  These are all 6th graders. 
 

Nikhil Devanathan got a third place Individual Award!   
 

Math Club meets on Tuesdays at 7:10 am in rm. 427.   



News From the Library 

Scholastic Book Fair Thank You :  The library would like to thank all the students and parents who supported the Scho-
lastic Book Fair.  We were able to raise monies to support and purchase books for our li-
brary.  
 
Pre-Summer Book Swap-June 
Start collecting your books for the end of the year Book Swap. Students are encouraged to 
participate in the swap that will take place in the library one day in June. This is a great way 
for students to get new books for summer reading. 
 

Check list for booksé   

Ý Book(s) someone would want to read over the summer.  

Ý Gently Used Books- No tears, water damage or pages falling out. 

Ý No book(s) that are over 10 years old. 

Ý Only 16 books per student   
 
Author Visit-March:  We are pleased that we will have the author Kat Zhang coming to our school on March 12, 2014 in 

the library. There will be a limited number of spaces for the visit. More information to 
come about how students will be selected for the visit.  
 
Cavalcade of Authors-March:  We had a wonderful response to Cavalcade this 
year and have 50 students signed up to meet authors on March 14

th
 at CBC.  Thank 

you for all your support.  
 
Silverwood Reading Logs (10 hours of Recreational Reading) are DUE to your 
reading teachers no later than Monday, March 17. 

 
Washington D.C. Trip 2015 April:  We are excited to announce for this yearôs 7

th
 grade students that the 8

th
 grade trip to 

Washington DC is taking place during Spring Break 2015.  Miss Legard will be the chaperone for the trip, and Mrs. Zoerb 
will be the trip administrator.  
 

Mrs. Zoerb will be promoting the trip to 7
th
 grade the week of April 21-25 and packets will be coming home.  There will be 

an information meeting for parents on Tuesday April 29
th
 or Thursday May 1

st
.   Please plan on attending one meeting if 

your child is interested in going to Washington D.C.  Please email or call Mrs. Zoerb in the library if you have any ques-
tions at carla.zoerb@ksd.org or 222.6250.  

Spring Sports 
Schedules   

 
Check the DHMS web site 
for the most up-to-date 

Spring Sports Schedules:   
 
schools.ksd.org/DH/Pages/Athletics 

HOOPS FOR HEARTS 
 
The Health and Fitness staff has scheduled the 
Hoops for Heart event for March 28.  Students 
will be given packets for collecting pledges start-
ing on Monday, March 20.  This will give students 
a week to collect pledges for The American Heart 

Association.  Pledges will be collected on the days of the event.  Did 
you know that heart disease is one of the top killers of people in the 
United States?  The pledges collected will help to fund research and 
provide educational information to schools and the general public.  It is 
not recommended that students go door to door to get their pledges.  
We encourage ALL students to bring in at 
least $1.00 toward the fight of heart disease.  
All students will participate during their fitness 
class in various special basketball related 
activities.  Any student who brings in $5.00 or 
more will be eligible for prizes and will have 
an option to play a special game during class 
time.  We hope all of you will help support this worthwhile cause. 

MARCH is Anti-Bullying Month: 
 

FRIDAYS: 
March 7: Wear a Tie to Tie down Bullying 
 

March 14:  Show Some Class and Donôt 
Harass -  wear Classy Clothes 
 

March 20:  Black Out the Screen Before 
Youôre Mean - wear Black 
 

March 28:  Stomp Out Bullying - wear Cra-
zy Footwear 

mailto:carla.zoerb@ksd.org
http://www.silverwoodthemepark.com/



